
Cub Scout Glossary 
Trailhead District 

 

A 
Achievements - To earn the rank badge, Wolf and Bear Cub Scouts must complete Achievements found in 
their Handbook.  
  
Activity Badge - There are 20 Activity Badges a Webelos Scout can earn. A pin is presented for each. 
  
Adult Partner - This is usually a parent or guardian of a Tiger Cub but can be another relative or adult 
approved by the boy's parent/guardian. The partners share the leadership of the Tiger Cub den. 
 
Advancements - Advancements in rank are presented at each pack meeting and include Bobcat, Tiger, 
Wolf, Bear, Webelos, and Arrow of Light badges. 
  
Akela - Akela is the Cub Scout term for a leader, any leader, including den leaders, Cubmasters, teachers, 
parents, and any other adult the Cub Scout looks up to. 
  
Arrow of Light - This is the highest award a boy can earn in Cub Scouting.  Also the only (non-religious) 
award from Cub Scouts which can be worn on a Boy Scout Uniform. 
  
Arrow Points - Arrow Points are awarded to Wolf and Bear Cub Scouts for completion of electives beyond 
the Achievements covered for earning the Wolf or Bear rank badge. 
  
Assistant Cubmaster - An Assistant Cubmaster is an adult (18 years or older) who assists the Cubmaster 
with the pack program. You may have several assistant Cubmasters. One might be the next Cubmaster. 
  
Assistant Den Leader - An assistant den leader is an adult (18 years or older) who assists the den leader 
with the den meetings. 
 

B 

Baden-Powell, Robert - Founder of the worldwide Scouting movement. Known as Lord Baden-Powell. 
 
BALOO (Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation) - A six-hour training course that an adult member of 
the pack must complete before the pack can participate in a pack overnighter. 
 
Bartle Scout Reservation - The H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation is located in Osceola, Missouri and 
hosts summer camp for Boy Scouts. Osceola is approximately 100 miles SE of Kansas City. 
 
Be Prepared - The motto of Boy Scouting. (Not Cub Scouting) 
 
Bear Cub - These are generally third grade Cub Scouts, who work on activities in the areas God, Country, 
Family and Self. Of the 24 possible Achievements, they must complete a prescribed amount in each area, 
for a total of 12. 
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Blue and Gold Banquet - A birthday dinner for Scouting held by packs in February.  
 
Bobcat - Every boy who joins Cub Scouts must first earn the Bobcat badge. Doing this, he learns the seven 
basic tenets of Cub Scouting: the Promise, the Law of the Pack, the sign, the handshake, the motto, the 
salute, and what Webelos means. 
  
Boy Scout - A Boy Scout is between the ages of 11 and 18 and belongs to a Troop. Boy Scouting furthers 
the development of the boy through camping, outdoor activities, skills development, and advancement. The 
Boy Scout advances through these ranks: Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, then Eagle. 
  
Boy Scouts of America - The Boy Scouts of America is a nationally chartered organization that 
encompasses Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venture Units, and Varsity Units. 
  
Boys’ Life Magazine - A magazine for boys. To subscribe, ask a den or pack leader for the special rate for 
registered scouts. 
  
Bridging - A ceremony where Webelos Cub Scouts cross a ceremonial bridge to signify their transition 
from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. Also called Crossover. 
 
BSA Mission Statement - The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make 
ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law. 
 
Buddy System - Whenever a scout needs to go somewhere at camp, hiking, etc. it is always done in 
groups of at least two. A scout always takes a "buddy" scout with him. Also part of Safe Swim Defense. 
 

C 

Camporee - A council or district event where Boy Scout troops come together for one or two nights of joint 
camping. Webelos are invited to attend by a troop. 
 
Chartered Organization - A chartered organization is a community group, often a religious, civic, fraternal, 
educational, or other organization, that sponsors a Scouting unit, such as a Cub Scout pack, Boy Scout 
troop, or Venturing crew. The Boy Scouts of America issues a charter to each chartered organization, 
allowing them to use Scouting as part of their youth program. A Cub Scout pack may have meetings at a 
host school, but be chartered by a church. 
  
Charter Organization Representative (COR) - A person assigned by the Charter Organization to be the 
liaison between the troop and the charter organization. 
 
Charter Renewal - Charter renewal is the annual process during which the charter issued by BSA to your 
chartered organization is renewed. The pack committee must help by verifying the list of boys and adults 
registered in the pack. 
 
Class A - The official Cub Scout uniform consisting of the blue (or tan for Webelos) shirt, blue Scout pants 
or shorts, neckerchief, Scout belt, and Scout cap. This uniform is to be worn to all Scout meetings, 
activities, campouts unless a Scout is specifically told to wear something else. Some packs allow jeans or 
slacks in place of the official scout pants. 
 
Class B - Any scout t-shirt that is worn in casual situations. 
  

2 



Code of Conduct - The Code of Conduct helps your meetings run smoothly without disruption by getting 
the Cub or Webelos Scouts' agreement on what behavior is acceptable. 
  
Commissioner - A volunteer Scouter who works with troops to help them succeed.  
 
Committee - This is the group of adult volunteers who "run" the Pack. Any interested adult is welcome to 
attend Committee meetings. 
 
Compass Point Patch - Award earned by Webelos Scouts as they advance in the Webelos program. This 
cloth patch is hung by a loop from a button on the boy's right shirt pocket. Metal pins are added to the patch 
and attached at compass points (north, east, south and west) as the boy earns activity badges. 
 
Council - The Council is an organization of professional Scouters that oversees all Cub Scout Packs, Boy 
Scout Troops and other units in a geographic area. We are part of the Heart of America Council. 
  
Council Service Center - The business center for the local administration of Scouting. The Heart of 
America Council Service Center is at 10210 Holmes Road. The website is http://www.hoac-bsa.org. 
 
Court of Honor - A Court of Honor is a special awards ceremony, usually a term used by a Boy Scout 
Troop. Awards for Cub Scouts are usually presented at a Pack meeting. 
 
Coup - A camping coup is a bead or other small object that is given to a Scout or Adult Leader for attending 
a campout or other special event. 
 
Cracker Barrel - A scout term for a social gathering with refreshments after a meeting or activity. Often an 
evening activity at camp before taps. 
 
Crossover - When Webelos Scouts cross over to Boy Scouts. Also called Bridging. 
 
Cub Scout - A Cub Scout is any member of Boy Scouts in first through fifth grade (or age 7 - 11). The term 
“Cub Scout” can also refer to Wolf and Bear Scouts specifically. 
  
Cub Scout Leader - Any adult volunteer in your pack. 
 
Cub Scout Handshake - Used by Cub Scouts and Scouters with the right hand. It is given like an ordinary 
handshake except the index and middle fingers are extended toward the other person, touching his wrist.  
  
Cub Scout Motto - "Do Your Best."  
  
Cub Scout Promise -  
I, (name), promise to do my best  
To do my duty to God and my country  
To help other people, and  
To obey the Law of the Pack.  
  
Cub Scout Salute - A hand salute made by Cub Scouts and Scouters with the fingers of the right hand 
held in position as for Cub Scout Sign, except that the index and middle fingers are held together. The tips 
of the fingers touch the right eyebrow or the Cub Scout hat.  
  
Cub Scout Sign - A sign made by raising the right hand straight up high over the head with the palm 
forward. The first two fingers are wide apart and pointing up as in a V. The thumb covers the nails of the ring 
and little fingers. This sign symbolizes the ears of Akela, and when held up, the group should become 
silent.  
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Cubmaster - The Cubmaster is the chief adult volunteer leader and is responsible for monthly pack 
meetings, the program of the pack, and the operation of the dens. 
 
Cubmaster's Minute - A part of the closing ceremony of a pack meeting or campfire in which the 
Cubmaster uses a brief story to inspire Scout Like conduct. 
 

D 
Day Camp - Summertime fun for all registered Cub Scouts. This daytime program allows boys to interact 
with boys from other packs and keeps boys and adults active in the Cub Scout movement.  
 
Den - The Den is a group of Cub Scouts who meet at regular intervals. Ideally, a den consists of 6 to 8 boys 
who are all working toward the same rank. 
 
Den and Pack Meeting Resource Guide - Book that contains pack and den meeting plans and activities. 
Available at the Scout Shop or you may download it at scouting.org.  
  
Den Chief - A den chief is a Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, or Venturer who serves as an activities assistant, 
helping the den leader with the den and providing fun and interesting things for the boys to do. 
  
Den Doodle - Advancements record using beads, spools or markers hung on string, lacing or yarn by each 
boy to represent his advancement. It is displayed at monthly pack meetings. 
 
Den Leader - A Cub Scout den leader is an adult volunteer who leads a Cub Scout den, with the help of 
assistant den leaders and parents. 
  
Den Meeting - Individual Den Meetings are held for each rank level of Cub Scouts. These usually occur at a 
regular intervals, such as weekly or bi-weekly.  
  
Denner - The Cub Scout denner is a den member elected by the den for a short period, usually one or two 
months. His responsibilities are determined by the den leader and den chief. 
 
District - Each Council is divided into a number of Districts. We are in the Trailhead District which covers 
eastern Johnson County, south of 75th Street and east of 69 Hwy. 
 
District Committee - A group of key volunteer Scouters who, through the chartered organization, work to 
ensure the success of the units. 
 
District Commissioner - Same as the above defined commissioner. 
 
District Director - A professional Scouter who works under the direction of the council Scout Executive to 
support the units and act as an adviser to the volunteer leaders in the district. Our District Director is Josh 
Morales, josh.morales@scouting.org.  
 
District Executive - A professional Scouter who supports the units and act as an adviser to the volunteer 
leaders in the district. Our District Executive is Lizz Rhodus, elizabeth.rhodus@scouting.org.  
 
District Resource Forum - A monthly program-planning and morale building meeting for adult leaders. 
Used to be called roundtable. The purpose of the DRF is to help units succeed by providing useful program 
ideas, information on policy, leadership training, and current information on upcoming Council events and 
training opportunities. 
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E - F  

Elective - A part of the Cub Scout advancement program. There are electives in both the Wolf and Bear 
rank books. For every 10 electives completed, a Cub Scout earns an arrow point. 
 
Field Trip - Field trips are den or pack trips away from the usual meeting place. If you are going outside 
your own town, you must file a tour permit with your local Boy Scouts of America council. 
 
Friends of Scouting - The old term for “Investment in Character,” which is a fund-raiser for the council. You 
may be asked to host an IIC presentation at a pack meeting. 
 

G - H 

Go See It - A field trip or outing conducted by a Tiger Cub den. 
 
God and Country - A series of religious emblems presented to Scouts of the Protestant faiths. 
 
Good Turn - "Do a Good Turn Daily" is the Boy Scout slogan. A good turn is something you do without 
being asked or expected to do it and for which you expect no reward. 
 
Handbook - Each level of Scouting has its own Handbook. The Handbook spells out the requirements for 
advancement, as well as providing a place to record completion of the same. 
 
High Adventure - Refers to National Council or local council high-adventure activities or programs for older 
Boy Scouts. Most of the programs are listed in the publication Passport to High Adventure. 
 

I - L 

Investment in Character (IIC) - An annual opportunity for Scouters, parents, and interested people in the 
community to be identified with the local council through their financial support and influence in the 
expansion of the council program. 
 
Jamboree - A national or worldwide gathering of Boy Scouts. 
 
Leave No Trace (LNT) - A set of guidelines that set standards for outdoor activities that are 
environmentally sound and considerate to others. While the standards still exist, the award itself has been 
discontinued and will be replaced by the Outdoor Ethics Awareness Award. 
 

M  

Merit Badge - A recognition given to a Boy Scout (not Cub Scout) for completing the requirements for the 
badge. 
 
Mic-O-Say - The Tribe of Mic-O-Say is a Bartle Scout Reservation leadership program whose mission is the 
intensification of the principles of the Scout Oath and Law in the lives of Boy Scouts and Scouters and to 
encourage their continued participation in Scouting. This is for Boy Scouts, not Cub Scouts. 
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N  

Naish Scout Reservation - Camp Naish is owned by the Heart Of America Council and located in Bonner 
Springs, KS. It is where Webelos and Boy Scout Summer Camp is held. Bear Camp is held in the 
“CubWorld” section of Naish. The camp is also available for pack campouts and activities when camp is not 
in session. 
 
NOVA STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. It is part of an initiative the Boy Scouts of 
America has taken on to encourage the natural curiosity of youth members and their sense of wonder about 
these fields through existing programs. To support this initiative, the BSA developed the Nova Awards 
program so that youth members have fun and receive recognition for their efforts. 
 

O  

Order of the Arrow (OA) - Scouting’s national honor society, the members of which have been chosen by 
their peers for their Scouting spirit and camping ability. At Naish Scout Reservation, the lodge for the Order 
of the Arrow members is called Tamegonit Lodge. This is for Boy Scouts, not Cub Scouts. 
  
Outdoor Activities - Outdoor activities are an important part of Cub Scouting. They can include hikes, 
picnics, games, and similar day events. Cub Scouts can also participate in pack camping, in which each 
Cub Scout has family members present. Cub Scout day camp and resident camp, as well as family 
camping opportunities, are also an important part of the program. 
 
Outdoor Code – A pledge for proper outdoor conduct which should be followed by all Cub Scouts and 
leaders.  

As an American, I will do my best to - 
Be clean in my outdoor manners. 
Be careful with fire. 
Be considerate in the outdoors. 
Be conservation minded. 
 

Outdoor Ethics Awareness Award - Promotes learning and awareness of the Outdoor Code and Leave No 
Trace. 
 

P  

Pack - A Pack is a group of Cub Scouts made up of one or more dens. The Pack usually meets once every 
month. 
 
Pack committee - The pack committee is responsible for the operation of the pack, including planning, 
finances, records, activities, advancement, and more. They meet monthly to finalize details for the pack 
program and pack meeting for the current month, and to plan upcoming months. 
 
Pack meeting - The pack meeting is a monthly gathering of all the Tiger Cub, Wolf Scout, Bear Scout, and 
Webelos Scout dens in the pack, along with their families, for recognition, fun, and program. 
  
Pinewood Derby - Pinewood derby is an activity for all Cub Scouts and Webelos Scouts. Boys build 
wooden race cars with adult assistance and race them down pinewood tracks for prizes and trophies. Other 
similar activities are the raingutter regatta (boats) and space derby (spaceships). 
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Popcorn Sales - Trail’s End brand popcorn is sold by Scouts to raise money for their unit activities.  
  
Patrol - A group of five to eight Boy Scouts (not Cub Scouts) who belong to a troop and work together in 
and out of troop meetings. There are usually several patrols in one troop. 
 
Philmont Scout Ranch - National high-adventure base covering over 137,000 acres in northern New 
Mexico.  Includes a center for volunteer training. 
 

Q  

Quality Unit Award - Recognition given each charter year to troops that commit to and meet specific 
national standards pertaining to leader training, service, advancement, camping, and membership growth. 
 
Quartermaster - The person responsible for the pack’s or troop’s equipment. 
 

R 

Raingutter Regatta - A pack activity that involves making and racing model boats in a raingutter or similar 
construction. 
 
Rank - The Ranks for Cub Scouts are Bobcat, Tiger, Wolf, Bear, Webelos. The Ranks for Boy Scouts are 
Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and Eagle Scout. 
 
Recognitions - Recognitions include Wolf and Bear arrow points, Webelos activity badges, and 
non-advancement recognitions, such as Cub Scout Academics and Sports belt loops, service stars, etc. 
  
Religious Awards - Religious Awards are earned through a Scout's religious institution. Medals and knot 
patches are awarded. The medal may be worn on ceremonial occasions and is pinned to the seam of the 
top flap of the the left pocket in similar fashion to an Eagle Scout medal. The knot is worn touching the 
seam of the top flap of the left pocket.  
 • God and Me - Cub Scouts 

• God and Family - Webelos Scouts 
• God and Church - Boy Scouts 
• God and Life - Older Boy Scouts 

  
Roundtable - Previous name for the District Resource Forum. 
 
Registration - The payment of an annual registration fee; one of the requirements for membership in the 
Boy Scouts of America. Paid when a scout or adult joins the BSA and during the recharter process. 
 

S  

School Night for Scouting - A one-night event in a neighborhood school, church, or other community 
center where boys and parents gather to hear and see how Scouting operates and how they can join. 
 
Scout Executive (SE) - The professional staff leader and secretary of a local council. 
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Scout Sabbath – The Friday evening and Saturday that ends the week that includes February 8, Scouting 
Anniversary Day. 
 
Scout Sunday – The Sunday beginning the week that includes February 8, Scouting Anniversary Day. 
 
Scout Sign - The Boy Scout sign (as opposed to the Cub Scout Sign which is defined above) is used when 
Webelos or Boy Scouts say the Scout Oath or Promise and Scout Law. To make the sign, raise the right 
hand palm forward, upper arm straight, and out to the side. The arm is bent at the elbow, forming a right 
angle. The three middle fingers are held erect and the thumb covers the nail of the little finger. 
 
Scouter - A registered adult member of the BSA who serves in a volunteer or professional capacity. 
 
Scouting Anniversary Week - The week, beginning on Sunday, that includes February 8. 
 
Scouting Magazine - The official magazine for all Scouters (adult registered Volunteers). It helps interpret 
the program, stimulate action, and strengthen a desire to serve. 
 
Service Projects - Service projects are part of Cub Scouting's citizenship training. They can include service 
in the neighborhood, to the community, or to the chartered organization. 
 
Service Star - An insignia worn over the left shirt pocket of the uniform to denote number of years of 
service. 
 
Space Derby - A pack activity that involves making and racing model spaceships. 
 
STEM - (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) is part of an initiative the Boy Scouts of America has 
taken on to encourage the natural curiosity of youth members and their sense of wonder about these fields 
through existing programs. To support this initiative, the BSA developed the Nova Awards program so that 
youth members have fun and receive recognition for their efforts. 
 
Summertime Award – An award earned by Cub Scouts for participating in their pack’s summer program.  
 

T 

Tamegonit Lodge - The lodge at Naish Scout Reservation for the Order of the Arrow (OA), Scouting’s 
national honor society. 
 
Tiger Cub - The Tiger Cub program is for first grade (or age 7) boys and their adult partners. There are five 
Tiger Cub achievement areas. The Tiger Cub, working with his adult partner, completes 15 requirements 
within these areas to earn the Tiger Cub Badge. These requirements consist of an exciting series of indoor 
and outdoor activities just right for a boy in the first grade. 
 
Totem - The Tiger Totem is a black paw on a white background and is worn on the right pocket of the 
uniform. It is used to display the various beads awarded in Tiger Cubs. The Cub Scout Totem is the Cub 
Scout Symbol and is also worn on the right pocket of the uniform. It is used to display the yellow and red 
beads that are used for instant recognition of achievements by Wolves and Bears. 
 
Tour Permit - A BSA Tour Permit is required when a den or pack conducts an activity outside of its normal 
meeting place. Contact the council for tour permit forms and instructions for approval. 
 
Trailhead - Our district within the Heart of America Council. 
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Troop - A Troop is a group of Boy Scouts made up of one or more patrols. 
 
Two-Deep Leadership - The concept of having at least two adult registered leaders at every pack meeting 
or den outing for the safety and welfare of the Cubs. 
 

U 

Uniform - The Uniform is the prescribed clothing for any and all official Cub Scout events.  
 
Unit - Each individually chartered Pack, Troop, Crew, Post or Lodge is a Unit. 
 
University of Scouting - All-day learning experience for leaders covering a wide variety of subjects with 
some hands-on experiences.  
 

V - W  

Venturing - A stand-alone program of the BSA for young men and women ages 14 through 20 who have 
completed the eighth grade and who subscribe to the Venturing Oath and Code. 
 
Webelos - Webelos means WE'll BE LOyal Scouts. Or for the old timers, WeBeLoS stood for Wolf, Bear, 
Lion, Scout to indicate the progression towards being a Boy Scout. 
 
Webelos Colors - Green, red, and gold streamers on a blue metal bar that boys may wear to display 
Webelos activity badges. 
 
Webelos Scout - These are fourth and fifth grade Cub Scouts, who work on up to 20 Activity Badges in the 
den setting. These activities are designed to prepare the boys for the merit badge methodology utilized in 
Boy Scouts. 
 
Whittling Chip - A recognition given to Cub Scouts who understand and can demonstrate the proper 
handling, care, and use of pocket knives. They must carry the card with them at all times that they carry a 
pocketknife. 
 
Wolf Cub - These are generally second grade Cub Scouts, who work on 12 Achievements. Arrow Points are 
awarded for work done on a multitude of electives. 
 
Wood Badge - Advanced Training for an adult leaders. Any adult who has taken Basic Leader Training can 
attend this advanced training course to expand their knowledge of the scouting program and be of more help 
to the pack/troop. Those who have completed this training where a wooden turkish knot neckerchief slide. 
 
World Conservation Award - An award emphasizing the importance of our natural resources and our 
interdependence with other countries in fulfilling our mutual needs. 
 
World Crest - The purple fleur-de-lis patch worn by all members of the BSA. It’s design is the international 
fleur-de-lis (flower of the lily), with two stars symbolizing "truth" and "knowledge" and alluding to the outdoor 
nature of Scouting, surrounded by a rope symbolic of unity and one-ness ties at the bottom by a square 
knot, a symbol of service. 
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X - Z 

Youth Protection - This BSA emphasis fights child abuse by teaching youth how to recognize, resist, and 
report child abuse; by helping parents and Scouters learn to recognize indications of child abuse; and by 
teaching them how to address and prevent child abuse situations. Youth Protection training addresses 
these BSA policies. 
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